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ABSTRACT
The study focused on the barrier to ecotourism development and economic development of Owu waterfall in Kwara State, Nigeria. A self-developed validated questionnaire and an in-depth interview were used as research instruments, and data was analyzed using descriptive analysis. The target population for the study were household heads, farmers, civil servants, and market women. The findings revealed that the local community's participation in the development of ecotourism in the area is low due to a variety of factors. Barriers to community participation were divided into three categories, which included operational, structural, and cultural. 
However, it is recommended that existing policies to aid the development of rural tourism should be reviewed while coming up with structural plans to increase the potential of rural tourism in Nigeria. In order to encourage local participation, all stakeholders that are involved in ecotourism development in Owu Waterfall need to work together. In addition, the local community also must overcome the limited capacity for them to participate, such as time and human resources. All parties participating in the ecotourism development of Owu Waterfall must cooperate if local participation is to be boosted
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INTRODUCTION
Tourism is identified as an effective way to revitalize the economy of any destination as noted by Long (2012) and widely acknowledged as one of the fastest growing industry globally. Tourism is widely perceived to be an effective vehicle for development.

Sharpley (1993) sees tourism as the movement of a person or group of persons from his/her abode to a place far from 
or near for the purpose of leisure. This movement according to him could be for the purpose of relaxation, sight-seeing or other forms of recreation. Pocock (1991) gives a detailed 
account of how developed countries have been marketing their tourism attractions to the world. He pointed out that a place deserted of natural endowment could be better enriched in tourism with well-developed peculiarities 
(2010). A universally-accepted definition of tourism is that presented at the Conference on International Travel and Tourism in Rome in 1963 by the United Nations World Tourism Organization.

Prince (2022)
. It classifies tourism as ‘the activities practiced by individuals during their travels and stays in places located outside their normal residency for a continued period not surpassing a year for motives of leisure, business and others’ (Naudé and Saayman, 2004).  For many countries, this sector is considered a powerful stimulator of national economies because it affects those economic sectors associated with it, and at the same time creates jobs, increases domestic demand, contributes positively to the balance of payments and allows a better reallocation of wealth (Coban & Aydın 
2020). Tourism combines several different elements due to the high interdependency of the activities needed to form the overall touristic product (Selimi et al.,
 2017). Nigeria, also known as the Giant of Africa and Africa’s largest economy with a GDP of $397.47 billion ahead of South Africa with a GDP of $376.67 billion, has undermined the power of tourism (https://taxaide.com.ng/2019/04/18/unlocking-nigerias-tourism-potentials/). Nigeria has a rich potential for tourism with its natural and archeological attributes. Thus, tourism  could  actively  support  economic  development of Nigeria as similar  to  that  of various  developed countries  worldwide.  However,  despite  the  many  attractions  that Nigeria  has  to  offer,  the government of Nigeria  
has  failed  to  consider  tourism sector as a necessary strategy to expand Nigeria
’s economy, because of the lack of good management
, modest quality of facilities and services, low level of qualification of tourism employees, and lack of institutes to promote tourism awareness  and  training.
During the visit of the minister of culture and tourism by Alhaji Lai Muhammed to the Owu water fall, it was stated that the Owu water fall is one of those natural assets that we have been bestowed with and there is no country that has this kind of assets that will not be able to exploit it for economic benefit (https://guardian.ng/art/minister-visits-tourism-sites-begins-with-owu-water-fall/2017).  Nigeria is one such countries 
seeking to diversify its economy, to avoid overdependence on crude oil and other well-known source of economic diversities to maximize employment and income generating opportunities.
 However, the problem facing the tourism sector in expanding economic opportunities in Nigeria is due to the nonchalant attitude of the government to focus and support the development of tourism potentials. Owu water fall, a potential ecotourism site has the propensity to bring socio-economic development to Kwara State and in extension to 
Nigeria. This study was 
carried out to examine 
the barriers facing the ecotourism potential development  in Owu water fall waterfall, investigate how the problems facing the tourism sector host community’s participation in the Owu waterfall ecotourism development is affecting economic opportunities in the study area and proffer possible solutions to the problems facing the ecotourism development potential of Owu water fall waterfall.
METHODOLOGY
Study Area
One of West Africa's tallest and most impressive waterfalls is Owu Falls
. It is a perennial waterfall that descends to a pool of water from a height of around 120 meters (330 feet) down an escarpment with rocky outcrops. Its surroundings, which include lush flora, a picturesque environment, and a mountainous topography that stretches into the states of Ekiti and Kogi, give the location a pleasant feel. "The wonder in the forest" is how many describe it. The waterfall is located on the outskirts of Owa-Kajola in the Ilere district of Kwara State's Ifelodun Local Government Area and compares favorably to Niagara Falls in the United States and Victoria Falls in East Africa.
 It is accessible through state and local roads and it is about 112km distance to Ilorin, the Kwara 
state capital. The study area is Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The Local Government Area was created in 1976 with the administrative headquarters in Share. It has nine districts namely Agunjin, Idofian, Igbaja, Oke-Ode, Omupo, Ora, Oro-Ago, Share and Ilere Districts.  The entire study area is located between longitudes 10o15’E and 10o 17’E and latitudes 12o18’N and 12o4’N of the equator. 

The Local Government Area is situated in the extreme north of Kwara State between Bode Sa’adu in Moro (L.G.A) and Isaraji in Edu L.G.A. of Kwara State. It is bounded to the North by Jebba in Moro L.G.A. and to the south by Irepodun and Isin L.G.A of Kwara State. At the east, it is bounded by Tsaraji in Edu L.G.A and at the West; it is bounded by Ilorin South, East, Asa and Moro L.G.A. To the South, it is bounded by Kogi State. The area has a land mass of about 400 square kilometres making the L.G.A to be the largest in size in Kwara State. The total annual rainfall in this area is between 800mm and 1200mm and mean temperature between 30oC to 35o C. The vegetation of Ifelodun L.G.A. is savannah grassland which is intercepted by few fringes that are in Oro-Ago and Ilere districts of the Local Government. The area has a population figure of 206,042 people with 104,944 males and 96,525 females (National Population Commission, 2006).
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Fig 1: Map of Ielodun LGA showing the settlement pattern and location of Owu-falls

Source: Ministry of Lands and Housing, Horin



[image: image5.png]Strongly.. — 13,2
Agree I — 31,9
Undedded — 22,35
Disagree — 25,6
strongh... 09
o 10 20 30 w0
Respondents Percentage






Research Design
This study used cross-sectional design. This entails the collection of data through the use of questionnaires and interviews. This data collection method was chosen for the study because it will allow the data to be collected in a short period of time although, the time it takes to collect all the necessary data may take a day to a few weeks or more. Cross-sectional design is also chosen as a data collection method for this study because; the questionnaires used in the survey could be administered to all the members of the community at the same time. Again, the researcher is interested in the opinion of the local people about their participation in tourism development. The purpose however, was to generalize from a sample to population in order that inferences could be made about the involvement of the communities in tourism development.
To meet the study objective, information on the advantages and disadvantages of community involvement in tourist development as well as its obstacles required. Both primary and secondary sources were used to gather the data. Surveys, or the use of questionnaires and in-depth interviews with the key informants or opinion leaders within Owu villages, were used to collect primary data. In contrast, secondary data came from books, maps, and other sources of knowledge. To choose participants for this study, a multi-stage sampling process was used. Creating a list of respondents to whom the study instruments would be distributed was the main goal of the first stage. The second stage involves proportionally distributing the 100
-person sample size across the chosen groups of the Owu community. This activity focused on the population of the people inside the Owu community to ensure equal representation. Simple random sampling (without replacement) will be utilized to choose respondents for the third phase. One adult household head was chosen at random from the sampling frame to fill out a questionnaire. Using an interview guide, a series of in-depth interviews were performed with the study's primary informants or opinion leaders.
A series of both closed-ended and open-ended questions were presented to the respondents. The surveys were created to determine the advantages and disadvantages of community involvement as well as to learn about the difficulties locals have while trying to take part in ecotourism development. The questionnaires included some elements that were created using a 5-point likert scale format. Strongly agree (1), agree (2), agree (3), not sure (4), disagree (5), and strongly disagree were the responses. However, certain open-ended questions were incorporated into the questionnaires to allow respondents the chance to voice their opinions.






Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of residents of Owa Onire community
	VARIABLES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	AGE

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

ABOVE 69
	14

30

20

24

10

2


	14.0

30.0

20.0

24.0

10.0

2.0

	GENDER
Male
Female
	55

45


	55.0

45.0

	MARITAL STATUS
Married

Single

Divorced 

Separated

Widow
	45

10

4

16

25
	45.0

10.0

4.0

16.0

25.0

	LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No formal Education

Adult education

Primary education

Secondary education

Post-Secondary education
	55

10

15

10

10
	55.0
10.0

15.0

10.0

10.0



	OCCUPATION
Artisans

Business

Farmer

Civil Servant

Others
	20

8

40

10

22
	20.0

8.0

40.0

10.0

22.0

	MONTHLY INCOME
Bellow N50,000
N50,000-N100,000

N101,000-N150,000

N151,000-N200,000

ABOVE N200,000
	65

15

15

5

-
	65.0

15.0

15.0

5.0


From table 1 above, majority of the residents in Owa Onire are male (55%), whereas female accounted for 45% of the respondents.
Based on the correspondent ages, (18-29) accounts for 14%, (30-39)years
 accounts for 30%, (40-49) yrs accounts for 24%, 60-69 yrs accounts for 10%, and above 69 yrs accounts for 2% of the total respondents. On marital status, married people (45%) had the highest number of respondents compared to widowed (25%), separated (16%), single (10%), and divorced (4%).
Based on educational qualification of the respondents, majority of the respondents (55%) have no formal education; adult education (10%), primary education (15%), secondary education (10%), post-secondary education (10), while others have no response. The majority (84.9%) of the respondents do not have any part-time jobs to support their lives. Table 1 shows that majority of the respondents, representing 40%
, are farmers, which is the main source of livelihoods of the Owa Onire people. This is followed by others, artisans, civil servants, and businesses, representing 22%, 22%, 10%, and 8% respectively. Of the respondents 65% mentioned that their monthly income is less than N50, 000. 15% of respondents earn N50, 000-N
100,000 and N101,000-N150,000 respectively, while 5% earn N151,000-200,000.
Table2 . Barriers to community participation in the study area
	
Variables
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Barriers to community participation.
i. Lack of government support
ii. Lack of funds
iii. Lack of tourism knowledge
iv. Inconsistent community organization policies
Operational barriers to ecotourism development of Owu water fall
i.  lack of coordination between the authorities and communities
ii. lack of information  available to the residents of the destination communities

iii. centralization of public administration of tourism development issues
Cultural barriers to ecotourism development
i.  lack of confidence in leadership
ii low level of awareness
Effects of community participation on tourism development

i. Environmental protection
ii Communal labor
iii Conflict resolution
iv  Revenue generation
v Results in better decisions
vi Employment

	72
11
15
2
18
25
57
81
19
76
3
1
18
	72.0
11.0
15.0
2.0


18.0
25.0
57.0
81.0
19.0
76.0
3.0
1.0
18.0






Table 2 major responses on barriers to community participation in ecotourism development of Owu Waterfall were lack of government support as 72% of responses were generated compared to other responses to the question, which were of the percentage of 11, 15%, and 2
.
The major response on which of the following operational barriers are factors to the ecotourism development of Owu Waterfall was the centralization of public administration of tourism development issues as 57% of responses were generated compared to other responses to the question, which were 18% and 25%.

The major response on identifying the cultural 
barriers to ecotourism development was a lack of confidence in leadership as 81% of the responses were generated compared to the other response to the question, which was 19%.
The major response on the identification of the effect of community participation on tourism development was environmental protection.
 76% response was generated compared to other responses to the question, which were 3%, 1%, 11% and 1%, 1%.  
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Figure 2: X axis – Respondents percentage
Y-axis- Frequency

Figure 3. Local community participation in ecotourism implementation in Owa Onire community
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As seen in F
igure 3, about 41.2% of the Owa Onire locals stated that they were not involved in the ecotourism project 
implementation and management at Owu waterfall. There were some reasons behind the assertion. For instance, some of the respondents could not participate in homestay programs due to the condition of their homes, which were considered inappropriate to be included in homestay programs. There was also a lack of skill in producing goods and tourist souvenirs. However, some of the villagers 
stated that they were involved in the ecotourism activities, which as many as 35.5% of the respondents agreed on the necessity of getting involved in the ecotourism activities in Owu water fall. The involvement of the local people was shown by their participation in providing their houses as a home-stay base for tourists and visitors. Home-stay programs are one way to support and maintain the development of tourism done by the community independently. The involvement of the local community is also shown by the emergence of local tour guides and people selling the local products.
Figure 4: Benefits of Participating in ecotourism among locals of   Owa Onire community
The results of this study support the Owa Onire community's belief that the growth of ecotourism has some advantages (Figure 4). About 47.1%  said they had reaped substantial benefits. As many as 4.7% 
of the respondents, or some respondents, strongly agreed that tourism benefits the community.
Some of the locals engaging in ecotourism claimed to have noticed a benefit from their participation, namely an increase in their income. Ecotourism opens up 
a new employment sector and increases the income of the local people. Local community involvement and participation in tourism will open up new horizons in which those people will appreciate and understand more about the tourism sector. Moreover, as their understanding gets deeper, they will be more involved in the sector, and they can get more advantages from their participation. In addition, ecotourism also brings other advantages, such as the improvement of public facilities and infrastructure for the local community to enjoy.
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Figure 5: Participation of Ecotourism activities by Owu Onire community
Figure 5 showed that 37.9%   of the villagers had been involved in the evaluation of ecotourism activities while 25.6% were not.
This shows that the participation level of the local people in ecotourism programs is still very low.
Discussion
Table 2's breakdown of the obstacles to community involvement places them into three groups: operational, structural, and cultural. Since practically all of the tourism planning for Owu Waterfall is handled and carried out by the Kwara State Ministry of Tourism, the primary operational obstacles are caused by the centralization of public administration. This conforms with the findings of (Tosun, 2000) who states that it means 
that the public administration system is too bureaucratic to effectively and efficiently address the requirements of the general public since top management is reluctant to share authority and resources with communities, as was the case with the Owu Waterfall.
The second obstacle under the operational element is shareholders' resistance to power sharing. Because there is a lack of coordination among those involved in tourism development, local community involvement is limited. Jenkins (1997) obtained a similar result that, 
the failure to fully coordinate local and tourism planners was the reason the aggregate of tourism development projects did not result in benefits. According to interviews and observations in the Owa Onire community, many outside private tourist operators believe they are unable to coordinate their operations with locals because of their limited expertise, which includes a lack of experience to present good ideas.

The third obstacle 
under operational barriers is a lack of information. The local community feels that there are a lot of tourism projects by local authorities or private sectors that are secretly done without informing them. Therefore, minimum involvement from the public should be anticipated (Tosun, 2000).
The lack of awareness of the importance of community participation, which frequently results from their low levels of education and the inadequate or lack of information about tourism development made available to them, is one of the main obstacles to community participation, in particular in remote areas of developing countries like the residents of Owa Onire. Furthermore, the technical complexity of the tourism planning and development process and issues always challenge the limited capacity of local community members, who are then unassured and reluctant to take part in any decision-making process. In this regard, Tosun (2005) assert that since knowledge is an essential element in empowerment, communities need to access a wide range of tourism information through education.
In the categories of structural barriers, attitude of professionals is the main hurdles to community participation.  This barrier is related to the centralization of public administration where professionals seem to feel that their ideas and work are better than local people who may have low education levels as stated in the demographic profile. Besides that, there is lack of strong non –governmental organizations (NGOs) at the national or state level that can encourage locals to actively participate in tourism development (Tosun, 2000).
Elite domination is also a barrier that is being highlighted by the local community. They mentioned that political dominance is quite high among certain groups of people who hold management positions. Many tourism projects were given to their relatives, and the minority was left behind in terms of politics and economic activities (Tosun, 2000).

The next barrier is related to the lack of an appropriate legal system. Locals in Owu Onire claim that the rules and regulation system in particular are not really encouraging them to participate in their local affairs. Many tourism projects' briefings were not being well spread to all local communities in the Owu Onire community
, according to them. Some of them felt that their ideas were not being recognized in the decision-making process. Therefore, local people are discouraged from participating.
Lack of financial resources is the least indicated barrier by the local community. The local community operates businesses on a small and medium scale. They usually have limited funds to expand their business as compared to outside investors. Therefore, they have limited capacity to play a leading role as entrepreneurs in the tourism industry (Tosun, 1998). 

Most of the community members engage in subsistence farming, as shown in Table 1. Through such economic activities they earn an estimated average low household income per year, and thus majority of the poor residents in this village have very poor living conditions and amenities.  Although locals of Owa Onire community wished to invest and participate in tourism activities in Owu waterfall
, it was merely impossible for them to do so without financial support.
For the cultural barriers, apathy and a low level of awareness in the local community are the main reasons to discourage the community from participating in tourism development. For the local community, they feel that they gain less benefit from tourism development as they see investors from who are non-indigenes 
dominating the 
business in their own land.
Another reason for cultural barriers is the limited capacity of poor people to participate in tourism development. In Owa Onire, the local community normally operates their businesses in small and medium sizes with limited human resources since most of them are farmers.
Generally, cultural limitations are deeply related to operational limitations in that poor living conditions and/or low socio-economic status have also been perceived as a constraint in relation to the limited capacity of the local community. Low levels of participation in tourism development projects (s) often appear in groups of poor individuals (Olugbamila, et al., (2008)

Simply surviving takes up all of the time and energy of the impoverished in many local tourism spots in the developing countries. These underprivileged locals frequently lack the means or have subpar facilities to accommodate visitors. As a result, although affluent people have more possibilities to participate in community tourist development initiatives, poor people have less of them..
CONCLUSION
The major goals of this study were to identify obstacles to Owu waterfall's potential as an ecotourism destination in Kwara State, Nigeria. To look into how issues in the tourist industry are influencing Owu waterfall's economic opportunities, and to suggest viable remedies.

This study demonstrates that the operational ecotourism potential constraints are related to the centralization of public administration, where practically all Owu waterfall 
tourist planning is handled and carried out by the Kwara State Ministry of Tourism
. The second obstacle under the operational element is shareholders' resistance to power sharing. Lack of coordination among individuals participating in tourist development hinders local community involvement; poor people's limited ability to participate in tourism development is another factor contributing to cultural obstacles since the majority of the population of Owa Onire is made up of farmers, the local economy typically consists of small- and medium-sized firms with few employees. Simply surviving takes up all of the time and energy of the impoverished in many local tourism spots in the developing countries. These underprivileged locals frequently lack the means or have inadequate 
facilities to accommodate visitors. As a result, although affluent people have more possibilities to participate in community tourist development initiatives, poor people have less of them.
All parties participating in the ecotourism development of Owu Waterfall must cooperate if local participation is to be boosted. Locals should have the motivation to shift their mindset and see tourism as something that drives them in order to overcome internal constraints like cultural barriers. The local community must also overcome its limited resources, including time and people, in order to participate. Locals must be informed of their rights to express opinions about their living conditions because they will be affected by the rise of tourism. Other players, including municipal authorities and management, private sectors, as well as NGOs, need to adjust their perceptions of external issues like operational and structural constraints and create a place for the local population to participate in the development of Owu Waterfall. In order to grow the Owu waterfall in a sustainable manner that may satisfy all parties involved in its management, the sharing of power principle must be put into reality.
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