g il

h’."l,,.'?
e - Ll

."."I’?.'."ﬁrr

JALINGO
EJOURNAL EL it i
ST e sTes [

5 =TT E ?'rj. - - ..... o '_. - |
= e o | i ”+J";11- T L

e ;
e PR T e | :

A PUBLICATION OF j
. DEPARTMENT OF
L CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS STUDIES, i
' TARABA STATE UNIVERSITY, gt <
PM.E 1167, JALINGO,




it 4

A

angakug) YEIEgrg
LELERf] PUE ojoquIEs )] MRadmin)
M)
snmApy  ARgl-(puassg M o] uonyearydury
ESTINE gy) pury anms 23 v U] TUSDIAOR [EIU0MIZ] ML |
n_.l...uﬁ N EIHH
B0
MATEPY JO vonEuTmERE ry - Quiau) jo sanss|
3} PUE SIIPES ] URNISLIY]) Au0g 4] [ds00) 3 O
OFTTE yonezyerasanmaoy) pue DOREIYIPOWWIO]) HL 9]
psngnpy Lo feay
R 1 uensu )y uf jondury
STTEIT 5analan 9] puy euaBin uf 29021017 AMSALOC] S
puq ) PETY PRTES
(e DEpEDG[ 3aEqd] samep
T syodogapy] IPIYER U] S3Rmy) [RS00aag
LT oisapes uo joedw) 51) puw [adson Qpadsald ¢
Euog [ Engsof
powa jo sy, se sagamy ) urHadiy
lop-pqy Y0) SUOSSY] SIT-pIif UONEPMIY U] HNHD
) uEaIpoE-] 34 jo Fupumsapu ) ENEoESIN Y €]
powmeg ueani) ofPg
SIIPIIS IS SB TS0 PUE SOUTY
og1-gy - SRudos] wmURLy 01 aBuappeyy v Kudau] .
jo uonsandy aq pur spqdory oauwmysa] PO T1
angaAng YrEag
piuwagy pur oyjoqLIzgy, g o0
Yauny ) ISHUAApY ABpP-[IiaA3g
21 1-ic) M o suonmondury sy puw sandunul RO 11
uosdwoy | Appq souszy
ELISTI N Ul UOONIFsag
snOMErYY A 01 UOUROS Joj YUEAF
(0EF-091 V) yunyg) Apeg ap jo ssidojody
oc|-zel M Buowy Auaqry snoviiay jo wdeosuo] 4L U1

FApg Sy aepay ) @ e cleey

1qafosy nfesasongy sagay
Ay

TRPIRTL ol mmous)y gaungy m ummY Jo 0l | -

qomg-Apy

AEUP)  PORRoDRI DY) Jopoar |
Amrouoag

URLAEtN U doj suoneandwy sy pue R1-9] sdury

LZI-11 | T 33U3PE2(] [RION |0 S HUOU0I0D0E | -

ITH-nY) S y-pray
SIPRT] ()
b1 1-as TEHABIN IO sammsadun) uy pz-ocg Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
HI NORBRSKIIpY span § qomy) gy Aovanedsmery
NANNPRmosIN Y UM pIGQ JEuEmn-]
HELIO[ JOHOOH ) U) S0 UIPPIE A Jo Apras
Vi aadosg, e s yenop jo Kposey ag) Buipurssapuny g
SOy vHIOZ ) a4iq]
. : Ti WS4 U0 SUOnIIgay
SE-19 BBy W Anpgeg o BIJEUEJ SE 20nsny’ g
e g apogady) apadap
eLafip]
1 L3000 ISLY) Jo gasm)y [enesja) s jo saanoelg
gg-|p PUR SHLON 3tp jo psmsddy oy dngsiogn UENSUY) §
wiLia) -3duay dop pue Sivap
undag ‘foquiaqiapy fafluay aqueyy LUTET
LR LT TR T
PUR aXBlUe]) mawo) wuediy Ul wmsiagoy
o3z TE20N10d JO AuBayy | - wsapabs) sp wsiAnyy ¢
Hiyso My 1393 surerjjia
BUaTin
LT¥| AR(]103524 2 Wi wonEanps aijoye ) Juneprosuoy 7
EjRNZ °T enyEor pue
WOEHIH(] nMyREIIgI[) Jsoposy |
£-6 SISAUA0) Jo Apmig v euadiy wayUon s
E1-1 suensuyy) Suoury samoysy Crmsig) so) suoneanopy |
EjiEaywo )

L% O

IR ey ety o muomep elurer



Jaiingn foormal of Christian Refigtout S

Procesdings of the Conference onDrought Fesearch
__.__mmnm, December 12-15, 1977 Colorado Stats
E:..ﬁﬂi... Fort Collins, Colorado, 12 - 13 }
Walker, WL. (2007 “Famine', fmternational Standard Bible
- Encyclopaedia. BibleWorks. -
Warwick RBA (1975). Drought hazard in the United States: 4

Research Assessment- Boulder Colorado, University of B

Colorads, Instine of Behavioral Science, M graph
o NSE/RA/E-75/004, 199 i i
White, E. ..m (2000). Frophets and Kings USA: Remnant
Publications Inc., 6971

Jafimps Jowrnil of Chriziad B eflpims fiu ey
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| Abstract

Culture is a universal Phenomenon and inseparabie

from humans. Every people/ group or religion is a product

of a culture. [n mosi cases every human activiry is guided arnd
expecied fo conform 10 the culture that is operafive in tha!

| particular saciely: One of the things that culture does is that il

| Nigeriz Historical

regulates the behaviour of the people. This paper examined
the place of African Culture in the Growth of the Church in
iﬁ?&:ﬁﬁm&%:{aﬂhx Ir was
discovered that for the gospel message 1o miake
impact in the soclety if musi imbibie the culture of the targeled

b qudience. The Church in Nigeria grew capldly with the rise of

African Indigenous churches thay contexiualized the gospel
message as comverts from other religions embraced ( “hrisfianily.
Alsa thers was migration of Christians from the mainline o the
African indigenons churches. It is exsential that the gospel
message be ontextualized in order to share it effectively in
every cullure around the world

Key words: Culture, Church Growth, African Indigenous

churches, Nigeria.

Introduction

Il is believed in many quarters that cilure has a
crucial role to play in the religious belief of a people o
nation. In fact, religious hooks are believed 1o been wrilten
i1 the cultural situation of their first recipients. For instance,
the Bible is said to be writlen in the culture of the lewish

| people. it is crucial to note that culiure is as old as the world.
.4 128 .
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From the inception of the world, culture has largely
influenced the lifestyle of the people. In Africa, culture i

seen as a way of life of the people. The Africans are greatly
influenced by their culural heritage. However, when F
Christianity came fo African continent some cultural
practices were thrown away as being demonic. The church
in Nigeria today has been greatly influenced by multi-
cultural practices. Imposition and adaption of difTerent
cultural beliefs and practices is one of the cankerworms that
have eaten deep into the Liturgy of the Church today. It

appears that the church has borrowed from her host culture.

The question is: What role does culture play in Religion? Is
the church expected to imbibe the culture of the host
community ? Is there Bible or Christian culture” What is the
impact of African culture on the growth of the church in
Nigeria?

Culture Examined

Culture covers areas like religion, art, agriculture,
marriage, philosophy etc. It is sometimes expressed in
warship, music, stories, proverbs, riddles, myths, legends
ctc. In fact, it can be said that culture covers all aspects of
life. It is therefore difficult o define.
According to White, Culture is “that complex whole which
inchudes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and
any other capabilitics and habits acquired by man as 4
member of society " ( White, 2009). Culture is the totality of
knowledge and behavior, 1deas and objects that constitutes
the common heritage of society. It embraces all that the
society knows and practices (Gaiya, 1994; 4). Culture is the
way the people live (Oyalana, 2000: 73). It consists of a
system of ideas values, beliefs, knowledge, and customs
transmitted from one generation W0 another within a
community or group (Oyalana, 2000: 73).

Furthermore, Culture is the way of life of the people
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ven area. This way of life includes arrangements and
methods of obtaining food from the environment and

adapting to it. It includes rules and regulations that govem
m__ﬂ.ﬁun.u behavior in a particular society (Oyalana,
" 2000:73). The culture of a people group is embedded in

their beliefs, rules behavior, language, rituals, art, and

technology, style of dress, ways of producing and cooking

food, religion, politics and economic system (Cohen, 1974:
1. Cultuse distinguishes one human group from others,

It is an integrated system of beliefs or values, about
whal is true, good, beautiful and accepted as the custom of
the people. In other words it is how o behave, relate o
others pray, dress, work, play, eal etc. [t also embraces the
sstitutions which express these beliefs, values and customs
which binds a society together and gives it a sense of
identity, dignity, security and continuity (Clement, | 98G:
13). Culture is the things people leam and .En_.n in a group
that will help them survive together. Culture is shown in the
way a people or group organizes their World (Howell, 2002:

1
: It is a people’s way of life, all the different customs,
and values learned from their forebears, family and
environment which together unite all the different aspects
of their life into a logical whole. Culture also .:.“:.n._nm
things as language or languages spoken, the way by which
politics and the economy are organized, the other unspoken
rules governing social religious behavior, interpretation of
the psychological reasons for actions. In fact, all aspects of
life have cultural dimensions. Individuals are hoth shaped
by their culture and contribute Lo shaping it by their own
actions and thoughts (Okorocha, 2006). ;
It is cloar from the above assertion that culture 15
dynamic. It is not static but developing: In fact, culture 15
part of our daily living. Our cultural values are _n.uz.ﬁn_ and
shared through imitation and personal expericice and
110
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through indoctrination or teaching. This learning processis
a lifelong process. It started from childhood and continues
to adulthood. As one assumes new position or roles, he
continues o learn the ways of life that best suit his status in
the society. The content of what he leams varies [rom
society and from a particular ethnic group to another. In a
nutshell, culture is a continuous process.

Furthermore, culture is any voluntary action that has
been developed in a national or tribal community (Wundt,
1971: 374). It is all forms of spiritual, intellectual, religious,
and ethical life in man (Kato, 1976: 37). It is best
understood as humanity's efforts to assent its inner and
independent being With the idea of culture, man is able to
live a life of contemplation rather than one of conquest and
his attention is directed towards the remote rather than the
immediate. Culture is a pattem of leamed behavior,
knowledge and benefit which are integrated in accordance
with some dominant values or principles forming
configurations which may be totally different from one
another. [n other words, culture differs one from another. [t
depends largely on the value and principles on which they
are based. Culiure s the totality of knowledge and behavior,
ideas and objects that constitute the common heritage of a
socicty. Religion is the heart of culture. This is because

every aspect of life i3 given meaning and direction by
religion (Katwo, 1976:37).

Some of the social and culiural values of the society
“gre relationships, selflessness, hospitality and a spirit of
inclusiveness (Nihinola, 2005: 56-67). It 15 on these that the
culture of most societies rested. Culture is the-cultivation of
human mind via education and Training (Ogunkunle, 2005:
§3-66). It is the moral law, custom and any other capabilitics
acquired by a man from the socicty where he lives
(Goodenough, 1996: 291). It is the integrated pattern of
human knowledge, beliefs, customs, taboos, codes,
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institutions, tools, technigues, works, rituals, ceremonies
ind other related component (Taylor, 1987: 782-786).
lture in @ given society depends on the
learn and transmit knowledge 1o
= inherits and makes
lture (Geenz, 1973 9§). Culture 18
I . nd instruments

therefore the concepls, habits, skills, art, anc
institution of a given people in a given period { Webster,

.Ith. " ‘ - [
e }ﬂ.ﬂ_ culture is a design for living. It is how uﬂu.ﬂw
L] 5 X - “
tself to its physical and social environment. 1013

HM%W_.,E.H.EH._F —..“.n___.? and believing, Culture 15 always

by race. Culture cannol he or ice As angularly ILis custom of
= ﬁdﬁhﬂ__ﬂﬂu be noted that culture nnnﬁﬂm_:_m change.
This is because of new system, OF innovations, __En....__:n_
pressure and cross-cultural bomowing. Culture is a regu .“ﬂ
culturing; an adaptation that ‘attracts changes Over mH_.__..._._ :
of time either technologically, sociologically an

idealogically.

h Examined . -
ﬁ._.:_.n.? m“_”._n people a church is a building. A church is a

+ voluntary fellowship .of helievers in Christ:
% __.MFEM__. m:m__mmﬂ.u_idﬂn derived from the Greek __M..._.__.E...._
Kuriakon meaning belonging 1o the world. dr__.__.n..u.n_n._u._
Testament word used for church is _m__.._ﬂnai which lit ..__"_.M
means “the called oul ones”. The church is the people F
have been called out. It is the body of Christ: ?.."En__.._m_w
of believers in Christ which E,.n..nn:ﬂ— out, haptized by
Holy Spirit into His body m.ﬂn .h_.....wl_urﬁn mﬂaﬁn%ﬁﬂn and 1o one

Holy Spirit (Aw i, 3.

E:Eﬂﬂm_ﬁimmﬂrwﬂ—mﬂ”n:_ﬁ Gireck, the word was used 1o
describe a political gathering or an assembly (Murphy,

5 132 ;
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2000: 202). Ouwt of 114 uses of Ekkfesia in the Mew:
lestament, it was used in 109 times to describe the
community of God's people (Elwell, 1979: 93). A local
church is an assembly of belisvers in Jesus, who have been

washed baptized and who are organized to do God's will.

They meet regularly for worship and fellowship, The local

church is an organization as well a4 an organism in as muoch
as il continues to grow and meet the purpose for which it
was established.

The primary purpose of the Church is to evangelize

the world and thereby produce mature, stable and holy

Christians (John. 13:16; Lk. 10:1-20; Acts 1:1-8). The |
mission of the great commission to which the church is
committed is to preach the total gospel of Christ and the

unparalleled love of God (Awojobi, 2002: 2). The church
was also established so that God might be given the praise
and worship he deserves by his people ([sah. 43:21,
Eph.1:12)

Also, the Church is intended to bring out the best in
Ciod's plan for mankind. She is expected (o sel the pace for
the world. By their good works, Christians reveal how
people ought to live in their marriages, families, work,
communities and in all relationships of life. History has
revealed that the church has always been at the forefront of
those movements in society which championed the mercy,
goodness and justice of God. A good cxamplc of this was
the abolition of slave trade by William Wilberforce who
was encouraged by the church in Britain to spearhead it.
The church also promoted Orphanages, schools for the
blind and deaf, ministries to the handicapped and needy. It is
the intention of God to use the church to restrain the world
from becoming evil (O'Donovan, 1996 164).

- (R
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{he Place of African Culture in the Growth of the

_ Church in Nigeria

Nigeria is a multi-cthnic nation. It has over 250

 gthnic. groups. She is called the giant of Africa. Nigerians
- practice ican

“ﬁﬂmmnﬂ. Migeria's first contact with Chnstianity could be
\dated as far back as the sixteeath century dunng the pre-
i ial days through onarics.  1h
ﬁ.u:ﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬁ mh_: Portugal came to Benin, Nigenia in
1514 (Falola & Adeniran, 198}
3 Emiﬂ_..,.ﬂ. yiclded fruits as converts were made and churches
" puilt, However, this could not be sustained because by 1733

Christianity, Islam and Affican Traditional

the Portuguese missionarics. The

23). Their missionary

Christianity has gone into extinction, __n.____.rw.,n.".m.sﬁ__.q Was re-
planted in Nigeria in 1842 by the Methodist missionary
mission and its now spread like wildfire (Okonkwo, 1989:
o This nation has a rich cultural heritage. There 1s a
strong lie berween the citizens and their culture. In most
communities in Nigeria, culture and religion are
inseparable. Historically speaking, Giod is the author of
culture. The himan race developed into different languages
and culture groups throogh the descendants of the sons of
Noah (Gen. 10:4, 20: 31-32). The Bible informed us that at
tower of Babel, God confused the language of the whole
World. It was from here that they scattered over the face of
the whole earth. (Gen. 11: 9). It was this event that led o
different languages. People who spoke the same language
started to live together and thus communities Were formed

based on commeon language. 1t is believed that it was these
language groups that developed their own pattern of

culture. 1
Jesus commanded his disciples to take the gospel of
salvation to all nations (Matt. 28:28- [8-20). That is lo say,
all the people’s group or culture, The author of the book ot
Revelation reveals to us that when God's purpose on earth is

» |34 ¥
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accomplished, there will be people from every ethnic group
or culture gathered around his throne to worship him Rev. 5;
Q-10: 10; 7:9-10). It is clear from these seripture that God
sees cvery person oo earth as belonging to a particular
language, culture group (nation). His plan is that people
from every culture would in Jesus Christ and become a part
ofhis Church.

However, it has been observed that no church or
Christian association can successfully communicate the
gospel message by ignoring the culture of the people they
intend to reach. The gospel will be seen as a threat (o their
culture which to them is the fabric of their society, their
national or tribal solidarity (Stott, 1990:93). The gospel
message is rejected in some quarters today because it is
perceived as an attempt to impose their own culture and
way oflife.

l'o facilitate understanding of the place of culture on
the church in Nigeria the 1ssue will be discussed under the
following headings:

Worship

Muost of the worship patterns in our churches today
are modeled after the church missionary socictics thal
started them. The prayer book liturgies, clerical dress,
musical instruments, hymn book etc were imported. Also
imported were church system of Government and
hierarchical order of Church officers (MNiebuhr, 1989; 119).
It should be noted that these patterns were eagerly adopted
by the Migerian Church.

However, when the indigenous churches came on
board, some Christians preferred their mode of worship and
as such migrated to thosc churches. Their services were not
stereotyped. They design (heir programmes to meet the felt
need of the worshippers { Alokan, 1999: 198).

= 133
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Music :
Music forms an integral part of the African culture,

, Every ethnic group in Migeria has its own traditional music

which.she played at religious and social functions. From
inception the church in Nigeria was used o Westem music,
The music in the church at that time was pattemed aftter the
Western culture, The white missionaries introduced their
own music. Piano, Guitar, Organ, Flute, Violin, trumpel and
50 on were the musical instruments used in the church.

However, the African has many types of drums as
part of their own culture. It is these drums tha are used
during different occasions, CEremonics, q..._m_._..ﬁm. .m..n
worship. Examples of such drums are Gangan”,
“Dundun”, “Bata™, “Apala’, “Gelrere” “Aro”, “Kanago™,
and so on. Whenever these instrumcnts nﬂsiiﬂﬂ ___H.._H

le are and feel fulfilled in worship. They a

____Hwn Lo Enw“m__.._ﬁ_w of the melodious music. Originally, .._._&n_._
Christianity was introduced in the African .nE.__E_n__.r
dancing during worship service was not part of it Worship
services were solemn, Culturally Africans love dancing.
When indigenous African music was introduced more
people "came into the church, This broughl excitement, and
joy to the worshippers. They are able o express themselves
lo God in their own culture. Today we sing choruses
composed by Africans in our churches.

Prayers . .
When Chiristianity was first introduced on the sol of

Africa it came with prayer books. These books were read
during worship services. The name of Jesus was always
mentioned at the close of the prayer session. Prayers were
said quietly. This mode of prayer was strange fo the African
mind. He believes that prayers must be offered with
concentration, zeal, and gestures of the hand and the _.__En_
by the person praying and even by the members of the

% 36 F
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