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This study presents a comparative analysis of the use of
possessive pronouns in Arabic and English, with a focus on their
application in teaching Islamic studies. The research aims to
identify similarities and differences in the usage of possessive
pronouns in both languages and explore their implications for
teaching Islamic studies. The study employs a qualitative
approach, analysing possessive pronouns in Arabic and English
texts, including the Quran and Islamic literature. The findings
reveal that while both languages use possessive pronouns to
indicate possession and relationship, there are significant
differences in their grammatical structures, usage, and
connotations. The study highlights the importance of
understanding these differences for effective teaching and
learning of Islamic studies, particularly in multilingual and
multicultural contexts. The research provides insights for
educators and scholars on how to utilise possessive pronouns in
Arabic and English to enhance the teaching and learning of
Islamic studies. It is quite understood that there are eight classes
of pronouns in the English language, while there are only two
classes of them in Arabic. Personal and possessive pronouns are
the two classes of pronouns in Arabic. The other six classes of
pronoun have pronouns have other names by which they are
called. This paper, therefore, intends to compare the possessive
pronoun between English and Arabic. Examples of English and
Arabic shall be shown and discussed as well.
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Introduction

The Arabic language is a rich and complex language with a long history and significant
cultural importance, while the English language is a global language with a significant impact on
modern communication (Ismail, 2023). According to Yusuf (2021): Islamic studies encompass a
broad range of academic disciplines that explore the history, theology, culture, and practices of
Islam. According to Adunola (2021), Comparative analysis is a research methodology used to
compare and contrast different phenomena, concepts, or entities. According to John (2024):
Teaching and learning are interconnected processes that involve the transfer of knowledge, skills,

and values from one person to another.

Possessive pronouns are the pronouns that show possessive and have two forms. A form
functions as an adjective in English, and it:is. referred fo.asa ?ronomlnal adjective, while the other

is a pure pronoun and functions as such (Akande 1996) For example, (1) This is my bag.
(2)Theple_g is mirre it

1- “My” in the first sentence is‘v"a_:i_)frpnoun that functfi:ons as an adj ecftib-'\;p‘”‘qualifying “bag”

2- “Mine” in the second sentence;zfi‘s:' a possessive pronoun and a subject complement.

The table below shows poéfé@isé‘ive:pr.b'r'a_oun__s-_;_ifh?ﬁei‘r: adjective and independent pronoun

forms in the English language

Singular Plural
Adjective form Pronoun form Adjective form Pronoun form
1% person My Mine Our Ours
4 person Your Yours Your Yours
4 person His His Their Their
Her Hers Their Their
Its Its Their Their

Ot satindid ja Slad lanlliaiie seliaic yaa
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Possessive pronoun is a pronoun that joined with either noun (Ismu) or verb (Fi‘lun) or particles

(harfun) to indicate possession (i.e. ownership). It could appear in two places.

These are those that could be at the beginning of a sentence e.g. mine (liya), ours (lana),
Yours (laka, laki, lakuma, lakum, lakunna) His (lahu) Hers (laha) their (lahuma, lahum,

lahunna).

Below is the table indicating the possessive pronouns that could be at the beginning of a

sentence.

1% person al<ial)

Feminine Cuiga

Masculine S

Singular * ol
Mine

o

Liya
LiyaMufrad

*

Plural
ours S e e e,

Lana

LanaJam‘u

Explanationg)
ATl 5al) 51 S 2alla jialld jadsia jpaas LI (5)

Liya (mine): is the possessive pronoun of the first-person singular joined with particle (harf) used

by both masculine and feminine gender
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M&d\jﬁéﬂﬁd&?b\)ﬁﬂ@;ﬂé)@%"dﬂ\":(U).J

Lana (ours) is the possessive pronoun of the first-person plural joined with particle (harf) used by
both masculine and feminine genders and he who holy him herself

Y example
RES TSN
Liya dhalikal-kitabu

Mine is that book

That book is mine

I TSRE

Lana dhalika —I- bayti

Ours is that house

That house is ours

Allah says:

Lol Syl L

--- Ba’athna ‘alaykum ‘ibadanlana

--- We turned against you our servants (Q17:15)

The verse of the Glorious Qur’an, showing the word of Allah as if Allah is many, and He

is one, but He holy himself by using plural pronoun for Himself.
The prophet (SAW)  said: « Swalsill >
“ Marriage is my tradition”

Below is the table represents singular, dual and plural of possessive pronouns of second person,

showing the different in the pronoun of their masculine and feminine genders.

At this point both masculine and feminine are written in the same way in English likewise in

Arabic Language.
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The implication of this research on teaching Islamic studies is that Al-Qur’an was revealed in
Arabic Language such has the verse that was quoted above (W basSileliay) and our lingua franca
in Nigeria is English Language. Understanding of possessive pronoun of both will make it easier
for the teacher to explain better to the students in the class.

2" person wbladl

Feminine &g Masculine _S
Singular * <l Yours Sl #3 jie

Laki L s Laka * Mufrad
Dual * L& Yours (both of youj W& &

Lakumalakumamuthanna

Plural * & Yours Earﬂi'qf you) a1 *aan

LakunnaLakum Jam‘u

Explanationgtd)
ol Kaalls jialld jmliaia yraa yml!u\’_é;}\"" ( a1 Vi

Laka (yours): Is the possessive pronoun of the second person singular joined with particle (Harf)

used for a masculine genders (m).
Al el )y jialls o lsia jrana"s ) suSallAS ()]

Laki (yours): Is the possessive pronoun of the second person singular joined with particle (Harf)

used for a feminine gender (f) .

At this point, it is obvious that (Laka) is used for male second person singular, while (Laki) is
used for female second person singular, as against second person singular in the English

Language, which only uses (yours) for both male and female.
bl pall sy Saaluiialls mdoate paaLaS! (L)

Lakuma (yours): Is the possessive pronoun of the second person dual joined with particle (Harf)

used for two masculine and or feminine genders.

Additionally, Arabic used (Lakuma) for either masculine or feminine dual, just like the English

Language used (yours) for both of them.
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Chalaall ) Salleanlld jaliais paa"aS" :(2S)]

Lakum (yours): Is the possessive pronoun of the second person plural joined with the particle
(Harf) used for masculine genders. It should also be realised that when both genders are involved

in the plural, we will use (Lakum) as well.

Lakunna (Yours): Is the possessive pronoun of the second person plural joined with the particle

(Harf) used for feminine genders.

At this point, it should be known thatwheni’nascuhneaﬂdlfemlnme are involved (Lakum) will

still be used in Arabic.
%Y Explanation
5 JLonud 3 SLEC 30

Laki hadhihisayyarah . Laka hadha-I-kitabu

Yours is this car (f). Yours is this b'(‘)“(;k (m)
This car is yours (f). This book is Yours (m)
O eSS 38 3L

Lakumatanikamistaratanilakuma Dhanika Daftarani. Yours are those rulers (dual). Yours are

those two exercise books. Those two rulers are yours. Those exercise books are yours.

Sllae L0481
LakunnaA ‘malukunna Lakum dinukum
Your deeds are Yours (m) Yours is your religion (f)

Yours are your deeds (). Your religion is yours ()

Below is a table representing the singular, dual and plural forms of the possessive
pronouns of the third person, showing the differences between the pronouns of the masculine and

feminine genders.

3" person <l

| KWASU INTERNATONAL JOURNAL OF ARTS AND SCIENCE EDUCATION



KWASU International Journal of Arts And Science Education (KWIJASE) Vol.2, ISSUE 2, July, 2025

Feminine & s Masculine _Sx«
Singular * & Her His 4 *a i
Laha Lahu Mufrad
Dual * Legd Theirs (both of them) Leal * i
Lahuma Lahumamathanna
Plural * &¢d Theirs (They all) el * aos

Lahunna e .. raiahume Jam*u

ol

e

) S0 jaald yaloate e 8"l (o))

His (Lahu): Is a possessive proﬁ'dij‘h of the third person singular joint*'v’_v‘ith particle (Harf) used for

the masculine gender (m) i

AATE ) alli jadaia ppam a et ()]

Laha (Hers): It is a possessive proﬁoun of the third”person singular jloint with particle (Harf) used

for a feminine gender ().

Both Arabic and English languages have different possessive pronouns for the third person
singular. Masculine in Arabic is (Lahu), which can be translated in English as (His), (Laha) in

Arabic, which can be translated in English as (Hers).
Ol gy SAalluiialld jaaliaia jraia a""Laa " :(Lat )l

Lahuma (Their): Is a possessive pronoun of the third person dual joint with particle (Harf) used

for both masculine and feminine genders (m)
O] ) sSAllraalls jadiaic e 8 "Mar " (a2)-)

Lahum (Theirs): It is a possessive pronoun of the third person plural, joined with the particle

(Harf) used for masculine genders (m).

QMMUDXMMJM)A"&S"(&S)_A\
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Lahunna (Their): Is a possessive pronoun of the third person plural joint with particle (Hart) used
for feminine genders (f)

PAANE
ataallis jalilg] (SLalL]
Wa Laha -I- ‘arshul- ‘azumu Lahul- Mulku

And Hers is the big throne. His is the power

{2

The big throne is Hers The power is Hers - = = .

5 5-alllagland llinllLag]
Lahuma -I- Quwwah Lahuma -I- b"ai&tﬁWasi‘i

Their is the power. There is the widlé house

The power is Their (dual). The wide "hiou.se is Their (dual)
el LIS slag]

Lahuma -I- ba‘lu Lahuma ‘ulai’kal- Kutubu

Theirs is the husband. These are the books

The husband is their (plural). Those books are theirs (plural)
Some could be at the end of a sentence, and they are of three types, namely:
Possessive with noun  axbliat
Possessive with verb Jrilate

Possessive with particle / Preposition < _slaia

The possessive pronoun with a noun is a pronoun joined with a noun to show the
possession (ownership) of such a name. below is a table representing the possessive

pronoun with a noun indicating the first person singular.
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Possessive with noun awblaic

Feminineaise 39 Third Person Masculine S

Singular * &S Her Book ~ His Book — 4US *3 s
Kitauaha Kitabuhu Mufrad
Dual * Lag:lss Their Book (Both of them) LegliS *3 i

Kitabuhuma Kitabuhuma Muthanna

Plural * legliS Their Book (All:of them) *H T

KitabuhunnaKutabuhumJam’u

okl

il S jpallant il aile ypanale gl ha_JiS

Kitabuhu (His book): is a posseééiyp pronoun of the third person si'r]@ular joint with noun, used

for a masculine gender

SR il I

Kitabuha (Her book): is a possessive pronoun of the third person singular joint with noun, used

for a feminine gender
il pall o KAl b Ata jracalen "Lag i<

Kitabuhuma (Their book): is a possessive pronoun of the third person dual joint with noun, used

for masculine and feminine genders
Uyu\)éﬂwmp@a‘)m"eb"e@_ﬁs

Kitabuhum (Their book): Is a possessive pronoun of the third person plural, joint with a noun,

used for masculine genders
LAY Lan llandub s ya o S

Kitabuhunna (their book): Is a possessive pronoun of the third person plural, joint with a noun,

used for the feminine gender

Y

LediSlaga ladidgliSian
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HadhakitabuhaWajudtuKitabuhu fil-kharij

This is her book. | found his book outside

LagaUiSUT jilag i&<lIS

Qara’taaKitabahumaDhalikaKitabuhuma

Both of them read their book (f). That is their book, both (m)

S gdisins

Qara’tu KitabahunnaFatahtuKitabah{th S
| read their book (p) (f). | opened their book(p) (m). -~~~

(2) The possessive pronoun Wi’th a predicate is a pronoun joined V\’/i;[hA a predicate to show the
action performed by one. Below |s a table that represents the possesswe pronoun Joint with the

predicate, showing the first person smgular and plural

Possessive with predicate deau

Feminine & 1% First person Masculine _Sx

Singular * <y s | beat Gk K3
Darabtu Darabtu
Plural * W We beat Ly pa * e

Darabna Darabna

okl

Eigall of KAalla jaalllaiiliaia jpacaellI" sy pin

Darabtu (I beat): is a possessive pronoun of first person singular joined with a predicate, used by

the masculine and feminine genders.
ISl o ) SMlraallliiliaia jrana"l"ly pa

Darabtna (we beat): Is a possessive pronoun of the first person plural, joined with a predicate,

used by both masculine and feminine genders.

bAANE

| KWASU INTERNATONAL JOURNAL OF ARTS AND SCIENCE EDUCATION



KWASU International Journal of Arts And Science Education (KWIJASE) Vol.2, ISSUE 2, July, 2025

Darabna -I- kalbuDarabtut-Tilmidha
We beat the dog, | beat the student

Looking into the above examples, one will see that it is a personal pronoun in English,
unlike in Arabic, where it is joined with the predicate. So, in Arabic, it is a possessive pronoun.

Below is a table representing the singular, dual and plural of the possessive pronoun of
the second person, showing the differences in the pronouns of the Masculine and feminine

genders and the way they are used:
Possessive with verb J=alaic

Possessive with predicate Jzilaia

Feminine i3 1 Firstperson., -, -

Singular * < | beat

DarabtuDarabtu o

Plural * s s We beat Ly *c&
DarabnaDarabna : ; [;

= e . % ey -3
. - . 3 : . P

Eigall of SAalla jaalllasiliata jracaellI" sy pian

Darabtu (I beat): is a possessive pronoun of first person singular joined with a predicate, used by

the masculine and feminine genders.
ISl o ) SMlraalllediliaia jrana"UMly jia

Darabtna (we beat): Is a possessive pronoun of first person plural, joined with the predicate, used

by both masculine and feminine genders.
ALY

Darabna -I- kalbuDarabtut-Tilmidha
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We beat the dog, | beat the student

Looking into the above examples, one will see that it is a personal pronoun in English,
unlike in Arabic, where it is joined with the predicate. So, in Arabic, it is a possessive pronoun.

Below is a table representing singular, dual and plural forms of the possessive pronoun of
the second person, showing the differences in the pronouns of Masculine and feminine genders
and the way they are used:

Possessive with verb Jzilaia

Feminine i 2" person «bladl  Masculine S
Singular *ass YOUNFOte: . S i
Katabtikatabtumufrad sl adi g

Dual * Laia Both of (You.wrote) LeiiS %
Katabtumakatabtu mamathan'ﬁé‘a_'t; ] :
Plural * Giss You (all) wrote euﬁ* N

KatabtunnakatabtumJam’u

R T e T

hlial KAy jaalllesliaia yrasa" WM CuiS

Katabta (You wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of second person singular joined predicate, used for

a masculine gender.

ML\AAXU.:}J\J Ralllea il ata Jaia "'&).uﬁ\:«\ﬂ\" RUATHN

Katabti (You wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of second person singular joined predicate, used for

a feminine gender
ol all 5L SAalluiialllag b ia jyan"Lai"LaiiS

Katabtuma (You wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of second person dual joined predicate, used for

masculine and feminine genders

bl Siallaaallleddoaia e ai"a3sS
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Katabtum (You (all) wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of second person plural joined predicate,

used for masculine genders

Katabtunna (You wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of second person plural joined predicate, used

for feminine genders
FAANE
el HiasAly G

KatabtidarsakiKatabtarisalatailayya

You wrote your lesson (f). You wrote the latter to me (m)

Y laSladlell i 5T T,

KatabtumarisalatanilaHakimil

Both of you wrote a letter to the state governor :' I
KatabtunnadurisakunnaKatabtumud-dursa fid daftar

You (all) wrote your lessons f) You (all) wrote the lesson inside the exercise book

Below is the table representing singular, dual and plural of possessive pronoun of the
third person, showing the differences in the pronoun of Masculine and feminine genders and the

way they are used:

Possessive with verh Jailiaic

Feminine ¢uise 3" Person wilal) Masculine _Sx

Singular * &3S She wrote He wrote S *3 e
KatabatKatabaMufrad

Dual * LS They (both) wrote) L * i

Katabatakatabaamuthanna
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Plural * GS They (all) wrote 1 5:S *aes

KatabnaKatabuuJam’u

okl

el Sl jialllad i ate prania saMs 5108 Tisegd yrana (S

Kataba (he wrote): It is a possessive pronoun of the third person singular, which is joined with a
predicate used for the masculine gender.

OfAIL_Sadltiallled i atia paatlepBYUYI eSO

Katabaa (they both wrote): It is a possessive pronoun of the third person dual joined with a

predicate which is used for masculine genders.
il Sl aallleil e )Mtuw 58

Katabuu (they (all) wrote): Is a possesswe pronoun of the third person plural joined with a

predicate which is used for mascullne genders

Katabat (she wrote): is a possessive pronoun of the third person singular, which is joined with a

predicate, used for the feminine gender.
O:\I‘wm-.l}ﬂx o n! ~.! - 1 . "uu :u:\zs

Katabataa (they (both) wrote): It is a possessive pronoun of the third person dual joined with a

predicate, which is used for feminine genders
LI leaallladloaia yracaty i« i€

Katabna (they (all) wrote): wrote): Is a possessive pronoun of the third person plural, joined with

a predicate which is used for feminine genders.

FAANE

O A AL )y 5

Katabat ‘Aishatu d-darsaKatabaZaydurisalatanili-bayti

‘Aisha wrote the lesson Zaydun wrote a letter to the house
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il ada ooy uiillas JLiSam) il s2ea]

Zaynab waHafsatuKatabatanNamiwah Ahmad wa Ibrahim katabarisalatayni
Zaynab and Hafsah wrote the letter Ahmad and Ibrahim wrote two letters.
Al lliSiaia gy ) Alilans jall) siSaallaie g ga gaala

‘Aisha wa Zaynab wa Hafsat Katabna r-risalah Hamidu wa Musa wa Abdullateef Katabuu d-

darsa

‘Aishah, Zaynab and Hafsah wrote the letter. Hamidu, Musa and Abdullateef wrote the lesson
YN T Ty Tl

Below is a table representing the posséssivé pronoun of first person singular and plural which is

joined with the particle (Harf)
Possessive with particle < )ulm

Possessive with particle < g leats i

i

Feminine 5 1%person -z .- -Masculine 5S3

Singular * (AITo me G ke
llayyallayya Mufrad
Plural * WiTo us Ll *aea

layna Ilayna Jam‘u

okl

AT 5l) 6 KAalla jialld jaidiatia paca WY )

Ilayya (To me): “Ya” means “me” which is a possessive pronoun of the first person singular

joined with a particle, and used by both Masculine and feminine genders.
CpalSialEy) gl SAalla jialld maliatia pacatl" L)

llay-na (To us): “Na” means “us” which is a possessive pronoun of the person plural, joined with

a particle and used by both Masculine and feminine genders.
PRV

AL AL s 5
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Katabat ‘Aishatu RisalataniKatabazaydur-Risalahilay-ya

‘Aishah wrote a letter to me Zaydu wrote the letter to me
Gfabalitgale Sflalille L

Arsalatiha Fatimah ilay-naArsalahullahuilay-na

Fatimah sent her to us. Allah sent him to us

Below is a table that represents the possessive pronouns of the second person singular,

dual and plural, showing the differences.in the-pronouns of [;t-he,;masculine and feminine genders

b

and the way they are used IR WA

Possessive with particle < ~laic

Feminine i 2"%Person bladll Masculifg S

Singular * < Toyou <Ll *UM
llaykillaykaMufrad i I )
Dual * L<4iTo (both of ) you e w \*s-ua e ]
llaykumallaykumamuthanna

Plural * (SdToyou (all) S8 *xes

llaykunnallaykumJam‘u

okl

halaall KAl jaalld s iliate yraa"Calsln -S|

Ilay-ka (to you) “ka” means “you” which is a possessive pronoun of the second person singular,

joined with a particle used for masculine gender
Aol U gadla jaalld janliaia jracas ) suSallEIS)" el

Ilay-ki ((to you) “ki” means “you” which is a possessive pronoun of the second person singular

joined with a particle used for feminine gender
DAl el Saalills ailate e ST LS

llay-kuma (To both of you) “Kuma means both of you” which is a possessive pronoun of the

second person dual, joined with a particle used for masculine and feminine genders
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Ol ) Saallaealld jaliaic jaa"aS" 1aS)

llay-kum (To you all) “Kum means you all” which is a possessive pronoun of the second person

plural, joined with a particle used for masculine genders
Q\AL\AAU\J\JMJMJM"&S" ::')S:J\

Ilay-kunna (To you (all) “Kunna means you all” which is a possessive pronoun of the second

person plural, joined with a particle used for feminine genders
PUANE

laaSlle liSans iy

Yati Ibrahim bikitabihiilay-ka Ghadan

Ibrahim will bring his book tasyou tomorrow
sl g S L 3

Atiilay-Kki fi hadha- masa’i

I will come to you this evening
ae LeSalluisSas Sl
Sa arsaluibniilay-kumaghadan

I will send my son to (both of) tomorrow

Hadhihi Tahiyyah minniilay-kum
This is greeting from me to-you (all)
oYL L
Arsaltuibanatiilay-kunnabit’amsi

I sent my daughter to-you (all) yesterday
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Below is the table representing the possessive pronouns of the third person singular, dual
and plural, showing the differences in the pronoun of Masculine and feminine genders and the
way they are used

Possessive with particle < slaia

Feminine <xise 3 Person il Masculine S

Singular *&l) Toher Tohim & * )
llay-ha llay-hi Mufrad
Dual * Wgll  Tothem (both) (ie*legdl

Ilayhima Ilay-hima Muthanna

Plural * cell  Tothem (all) e, .. . -p

llayhinna U Hahim amtu

okl

il Sl jialli a il e )M)“sasm@\ )

llay-hi (To him) “Hi” means “Hlm” which is a possessive pronoun of the third person singular,

joined with a particle and used for mascullne gender )

llay-ha (To her) “Ha” means “her” which is a possessive pronoun of the third person singular,

joined with a particle and used for the feminine gender.
bl sal) B SAaliialls jaaliaia yacalaa sLag)

Ilay-hima (To both of them) “Hima” means “both of them” which is a possessive pronoun of the

third person dual, joined with a particle and used for masculine and feminine genders.
Cpilall ) sSMlleanlld jaliatia jaaaa (agl)

Ilay-hum (To them (all)) “Him” means “Them all” which is a possessive pronoun of the third

person plural, joined with a particle and used for masculine gender.

LY Laalld ol aia jpaa"Ca" 1G]
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llay-hinna (To them (all)) “Hinna” means “Them all” which is a possessive pronoun of the third
person plural, joined with a particle and used for feminine gender.

ALy

eIl SISl

KatabturesalatanilayhaArsaltukitabanilayhi

| wrote a letter to her | sent a book to him

Lagalldparailis

Arsalani ‘Amidu ilayhima

Principal sent me to (both of) them " iy,

el jlegllibus i 4

Ursilnailayhinnaursiltullayhim '
We were sent to them (f) = Iwassenttothém(m)
Conclusion and recommendation

The structure of the Arabic language is quite different from that of the English language.

Arabic has a dual form which differentiates its nouns and pronouns from those of English.

The teachers of Islamic studies are therefore expected to take note of those nouns and
pronouns and make use of them appropriately while translating the Quran or Hadith to the

students.

| KWASU INTERNATONAL JOURNAL OF ARTS AND SCIENCE EDUCATION



KWASU International Journal of Arts And Science Education (KWIJASE) Vol.2, ISSUE 2, July, 2025

References
Adunola,B.(2021). Comparative Research.lbadan; Thanks press.

Akande, F.F. (1996). Parts of speech. In J.A. Duntoye (Ed.). Language and Communication
Skills: key books, Publisher, college of Education, Ilorin.

Cowan, D. (1975). An introduction of modern literacy of Arabic: Lagos; Academy press Itd.
Ismail, M (2023). Arabic Language, Language of Al-Quran.New York: The Free Press.
John,1.(2024).(2024). Teaching and learning. Kano; Blueprint.

Laaro-Musa, A. (2018). Arabic language book for- Jumor secondary school: Almus Poly-Consult
(publishing) 230, Ibrahim Talwo R@ad llor s [ o

.5 e

Shafi‘i A.A. (1999). Attadribu ‘alal- Arablyyatul an|mah kawulere printing press Opomalu

llorin B PR

Wright, W. (1962). A gramméf’bf the Arabic, London, Cambridge:"uhiversity press

m | KWASU INTERNATONAL JOURNAL OF ARTS AND SCIENCE EDUCATION



