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Introduction

The practice of abortion dated back to the ancient times. Pregnancies were
terminated through a number of methods including the administration of abortifacient,
herbs and the use of sharpened objects. Others are application of abdominal pressure and
other techniques'. The first rccordcd evidence of induced abortion was from Egyptian

“Ebers Paprus’ in 1550 B.C.> Chinese recorded a number of royal concubines who had

abortion between the years 500 and 515 B.C.> According to Chinese folklore, the
legendary empcror Shennona prescribed the use of mercury to induce abortion ncaily
5000 years ago.* Many of the methods employed in early and primitive culture were non-
surgical physical activities like strenuous labour, climbing, peddling, weightlifting.
fasting, bloodletting, pouring hot water into abdomen and lying on heated coconut shell.’
Abortion through gyneogological procedure was primarily within the province of women
who were either midwives or well- informed lay people. Plato in his Theatetus®
mentioned a midwife’s ability to induce abortion in the early stage of pregnancy.
In South East Asia, the technique of abortion involved the application of Jressure on the
pregnant abdomen which was practiced for centuries. One of the major reliefs decorating
the temple of Angkor Wall in Cambodia, dated back to 1150 B.C depicts a demon
performing such an abortion.’

In Islamic world during the medieval period,® physician in the Islamic world
documented the list of birth control practices including the use of abortifecient
commenting on the effectiveness and prevalence.

The nineteen century to present day saw the advancement in the field of surgery.
anesthesia and sanitization. In the same era, the American Medical Association lobbied
for ban on abortion in United States and the parliament in the United Kingdom passed the
Offence against a Person Act, 1861.

The legal history of abortion dated back as far as early 1760 BC. In the Code of
Hammurabi which prescribed fine for crime of causing miscarriage through assault
without varying according to the social rank of the prospective mother.’

In 1803, the United Kingdom enacted the Malicious Shooting or Stabbing Act, making
abortion after quickening a capital crime and providing lesser penalty for felony of
abortion before quickening.'® In 1821, Connecticut passed first statute that forbids the use
of poison to induce abortion or miscarriage.' In 1861, the parliament of the United

Kingdom passed the Offence against Person Act. The Act outlaws abomon and made
abortion or attempt to procure miscarriage illegal in any circumstance.'

In 1820-1900, through the effort of physicians of the American Medical
Association and legislators, abortion in the United States was outlaw." In 1959, America
drafted a model state Abortion Law to make legal abortion accessible. Most American
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states adopted this Model Penal Code up to 1970. In 1971, the Indian Parliament under
the Prime Minister ship of lady Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi passed Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act. Thus, it became the earliest nation’s Act.

In 1973, the United States Supreme Court in the case of Roe v. Wade," declared
all individual states ban on abortion during the first trimester to be unconstitutional. It is
allowed by states to regulate but not to prescribe abortion during the third trimester unless
abortion is in the interest of the woman physical or mental health. The court legalized
abortion in all trimester when a woman’s doctor believed that abortion is necessary for
her physical or mental health. In the case of Planned Parenthood v. Casey, " the Supreme
Court of the United States overturned the trimester framework in Roe v. Wade, making it
illegal for states to prescribe abortion after the point of viability except in instance that
would risk the woman’s health. In 2003, the U.S enacted the Partial Birth Abortion Ban
Act. In the case of Honzales v. Cahert,'® the Supreme Court held that: “the Act does not
violate their (Women) constitutional right to abortion.”

In the light of the aforesaid, Borokinni opined that:
It is imperative to understand that Africans do not only attach great
importance to children but also regard them as wealth and treasure.
Consequently, abortion is not legalized in most African countries. v
He expressed that only Togo and Tunisia that legalised abortion on request. Economic
reason, religious belief and traditional norms of Africans have affected legalization of
abortion in Africa.'® In Namibia, abortion is allowed in cases of incest, rape, foetal
deformity and pregnancy endangering the mother’s life."” In Kenya, abortion is allowed if
the mother’s life is at risk. Abortion is legal if the existence of pregnancy endangers the
mother’s life in countries like South Africa® and Nigeria.”
Concept of Abortion

Abortion has been defined as “any acts of destruction of the fertilized ovum
(zygote or foetus) before birth.”** Black’s Law Dictionary defines abortion as “an
artificially induced termination of pregnancy for the purpose of destroying an embryo or
foetus.”* It also defines it as “the spontaneous expulsion of an embryo or foetus before
viability; miscarriage.”*

Oxford English Dictionary defines it as “the deliberate termination of a human
pregnancy or the natural expulsion of a feotus from the womb before it is able to surv nc
independently or as the arrest of the development of an organ 2specially a seed of fruit.”
Furthermore, The National Right to Life Organisation (NRLO), abortion could be defined
as any premature expulsion of a human feotus whether naturally sponmncous as in
mlscamage or artificially induced as in a surgical or chemical abortion.”® Medically,
abortion is postulated as the premature existence of the uterus. It is the lost of a
pregnancy and does not refer to why the pregnancy was lost. It has further been defined
as the termination of pregnancy by the removal or expulsion from the uterus of a foetus
or embryo prior to viability.”’

Islamically, abortion is firstly understood as an interference with the role of
Almighty Allah as the ultimate owner and decider of life and death. Human life is valued
because it is made by Almighty God.?® According to Imam Ghazali:
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Abortion is a crime on the existing being. And for each level that sperm
is in the worm and it mingles with water of a woman and it starts to
accept the life, the spoilage of that is a crime. If it becomes an embryo
and a blood clot, then the crime is worst, and if the spirit blows in it and
the creation is maintained, crime increases in offence.”
School of Hanafiyyah has defined abortion as “a crime of murder of uncompleted life
being which even though, it is not amounted to homicide or murder against human being,
it can stand as it own on separate headline.”*

Right to Life and Abortion
It is important to state here that the Right to life is one of the cardinal rights

provided for in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1984, in the
Organisation of African Unity now African Union as well as in the Nigerian
Constitution.”® Right to life is guaranteed in all legal systems whether religious, national,
or international. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: “Everyone
has the right to life, liberty and security of person.” International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights says: “Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall
be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.””® The Nigerian
Constitution provides that: “Every person has a right to life and no one should be
deprived of his life save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of which he has
been found guilty.”** Islamic law also provides for the right to life, liberty and security
of person.
The idea of the right to life raises some fundamental and difficult societal issues.
Such issues touched on problems such as euthanasia, capital punishment, abortion, killing
in self defence and killing in armed conflicts. The questions that arise with regard to
abortion are even more controversial than those relating to capital punishment. For
example, whether abortion is morally wrong? Whether it should be legalized and thereby
be controlled? Whether the unborn child or foetus has right to life, that is, to be born.
Whether a pregnancy could be aborted at will at any stage of the pregnancy.” In most

legal system, induced abortion is a crime.

However, in recent times, there is disconcerting trend to condone or to legalise
abortion. An interesting illustration of trend of legalizing abortion through judicial
legislation by way of statutory interpretation can be seen in the U.S. case of Roe V.
Wade.™ 1t was argued in the case on behalf of a pregnant mother that she had an absolute
right to privacy guaranteed under the United States Constitution to terminate her
pregnancy at any stage and by any means and for whatever reason. The Supreme Court
(1U.S.) struck a balance between the constitutional rights of individual mother and state
interest in protecting the mother, the feotus and the health of society at large by holding

that:
i. pregnant mother is entitled to exercise her right to privacy by

terminating her pregnancy but this is not absolute; and
ii. this right is limited by the right of the state to limit.
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Such right is justified by compelling state interest depending on the stage of the
pregnancy. In other words, while permitting freedom to abort at the early of pregnancy,
the court disapproved abortion at a time when the feotus has substantially developed
except on strict medical grounds.’ Although, the above decision was vehemently
criticised by those who said that, in effect, the court has licensed murder. It would appear
clearly that by the decision of 1973, abortion is allowed in Texas. But it is remarkable to
state that even the woman in favour of whom the judgment was given have reacted in part
to it, this is because, it was the belief of the feminists that there is need for the law to
recognise the social connection between the pregnant woman and the feotus. The
feminists therefore see the case of Roe V. Wade as embodying a correct result reached for
the wrong reasons. These reasons according to the feminists are derived from the opinion
of Justice Blackmun"who said that women have a general constitutional right to privacy
from which it follows that they have a right to abortion (before the end of the second
trimester of their period of pregnancy).

It is therefore the concept of the privacy that has been attacked by some feminist
jurists. They regarded it as a dangerous illusion: for according to them, freedom of choice
concerning abortion in a male dominated society ought to rest not on principles of
privacy but on a wider concept of sexual equality. They argued further that the “privacy”
argument ignores the uniquely creative role of the women in pregnancy. Her right to
abortion ought not to derive from the insubstantial rhetoric of privacy. It should arise
from “her responsibility to make a complex decision she is in best place to make,” they
concluded.

In other words, the feminists are of the opinion that women’s right to abortion
should be on fact that she has a responsibility to make complex decision she is best
placed to make and not on the basis of any constitutional right to privacy.”

Islamic Law guarantees the right to life in many verses of the Holy Qur’an. Some
verses forbidden specifically infanticide. For instances, Almighty Allah says in a verse as
follows: “And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We shall provide for them as well
as you, surely, the killing of them is a great sin.’

Furthermore, it is provided thus:
That is why we prescribed to the children of Isreal that whoever killed a
person except for another person or corruption on the earth, it shall be
as if he had killed all humans. Whoever revived it, it shall be as if he had
revived all humans.”
The question that arises here is whether the foetus has the right to life and at what point
the conception begins or once God has breathed the soul? It should be noted that neither
the Holy Qur’an nor the Sunnah mention abortion. The classical and modern Muslim
jurists however used the elements given in these two sources concerning the life and the
soullg)f the foetus to determine whether abortion could be said to be a violation of right to
life.

Jurists like Ibn Qudamah, Ibn Hazm, Shawkani and al- Gazali held that “a foetus

prior to ensoulment is like lifeless matters or blood and its termination do not amount to
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taking a human life but abortion afier ensoulment could be said to amount to taking of
life as if it is a greater crime.®

In common law jurisdiction, the basic position in relation to the legal status of the
unbom child is subscribed by what is known as the born alive rule. This rule ordains that
a person cannot be held responsible for injuries inflicted on a feotus in uterus until is born
alive. On a charge of murder or manslaughter, it must be shown that the person killed
was onc who was being. It is neither murder nor manslaughter to kill an unborn child
while still in its mother’s womb.

Legal Position of Abortion under Common Law

In England and Wales, the goveming law on abortion is contained in the

Offences against the Person Act of 1961. The law provides thus:
Every woman, being with child, who with intent 1o procure her own
miscarriage, shall unlawfully administer to herself any instrument or
other noxious thing; or shall unlawfully use any instrument or other
means whatsoever with the like intent, and whosoever, with intent 10
procure the miscarriage of any woman, whether she be or not with child,
shall unlawfully administer to her or cause to be taken by her any poison
or other noxious thing; or shall unlawfully use any instrument or other
- means whatsoever with the like intent, shall be guilty of an offence; and
being convicted thereof shall be liable,...to imprisonment for life.*
Then, a few years later, another Act was enacted governing the offence to destroy a child
capable of being bomn alive. The Act is known as Infant Life Preservation Act, 1973. In
the case of Roe v. Wade,” the Supreme Court of the United States decided that the
American Constitution gave a woman a right to privacy which encompassed her decision
whether or not to terminate her pregnancy.

However, the court also declared that the right was not absolute and that the law
could regulate the conditions for abortion between the end of first trimester (or three
months) of the pregnancy and the stage of viability and moreover, once viability had been
reached, the law could prohibit abortions altogether except those necessary to preserve
the life or health of mother.*

Contrary to situation in country like Malaysia where the court only recognised
the defence of consent of a woman where the abortion is performed for the purpose of
saving her life, the court in common law had appeared to extend the permission to cover
the miscarriage to Prevcm grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the
pregnant woman.” This is in line with the provisions of Islamic Law, Penal code and
Shari’ah Penal Code of Nigeria as to when abortion is permissible.

The penal code provides thus: ,
Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarriage shall, if
such miscarriage be not done in good faith for the purpose of saving life
of the woman, be punished with imprisonment for a term which may
extend 10 fourteen years or with fine or both.®
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' »r provides thus: |
is penal code further pr ' ‘ | |
This p Whoever does any act in such circumstances that, if he th ereby e

death, he would be guilty of culpable {zomicide (.md (loe's b?; such ap Bl
cause the death of quick on mzl)()fn child be pu%she(l with IMprisonmey,
for life or less term a'nd shall be liable to a ﬁne.f
Where a pcrsoh‘ knowing that he is likely to cause tlhde death :)t a prlcgrll)zlmt WOr'nz-m, does
an act which if it cause the death of the woman wou -a]r(noug 0 CLIH); e homicide, The
woman is injured but did not die; the death of the quic unborn child shall be Punisheq
with imprisonment for life or for a less term and s!lall be !1able to ﬁnc.' |
The penal code punishes for offences against child before birth In case where
pregnancy has advanced beyond the stagjg of gqnckenmg wher.e the dfaath IS caused in the
quizken or before the birth of the child. .Thls is the same with sections 312 and 262 of
penal code of Pakistan and Sudan respectively. Thc? offender may be the woman herself
or any other person. The section requires two essential features:
a. Voluntary causing of the woman miscarriage; and
b.  The miscarriage should not have been caused in good faith for the purpose of
saving the life of woman.**
The English case of R v. Bourne® shows that there is no difference between saving her
life and preserving her mental health. In this case, a doctor was charged with using an
instrument with intent to procure an abortion of a fourteen years old girl, a rape victim.
His defence was that, the operation was not unlawful as if the operation had not been
performed; she would have suffered a complete mental collapse. Mc Naghten J. was of
the opinion that, not only there is right but is a duty to perform the operation.”

The Church, through Late Pope John Paul II stated succinctly on abortion that the
direct and voluntary killing of an innocent human being is always gravely immoral. The
f oetus according to the Clergy is seen as a person with a right to life. Such right is always
;rtl)oer)t(ilcs)fr}ce from tht? very moment of conception‘. The POPE went further to say that

iIs characterised as an insult to the sanctity of human life and therefore to be

Legal Position of Abortion under Islamic I

of the C;];rl::tls lqmlc ],a“{ Position on the issue of abortion is in total concord with the view
ianity, Particularly, the position of Roman Catholic Church as stated by Late

Almights Allall:]ailt.l Ab;)(ll(?ll in Islam is understood ag interference with the role of
1€ ultimate owner and decider of life and death. Human life is valued

because it is m; Al 55 :
pabos mad(; ;’,{ OA::S:_"W?{'mghl'y Allah stated in the Glorious Qur’an as follows:
ik topa SS(;CW u.'u bcll.cvmg‘ women come to you, give you their pledge
that lhc); shall : dn?/llung. With God in worship, that they shall not steal
ion o Sha“n()t commit adultery, (hat they shall not kill their children:
ahalinct ol bcno( uu.cr slander, illtcmionally forge falsehood and they
150bey you in any just cause: then accept their pledge and praY

aw
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to Allah for their forgiveness, for Allah is often-forgiving most

Merciful.>
In the foregoing verse of the Holy Qur’an, attention should be focused on “that they shall
not kill their children.” In the Pre- Islamic period, the crime of infanticide was known to
be committed for three reasons. The first was burial alive of female for fear of shame and
females were considered to be inferior because they cannot fight in battle field. The
second reason was in fulfillment of pledge to their idols if a wish is realised while the
third is poverty, inability to sustain a new child.”’

The historical fact was that this crime was always committed by men never by
women. In scrutinizing the pledge given by believing women not to kill their children, the
three reasons for killing as afore mentioned have gone out of historical context.
Therefore, it leaves us to believe that infanticide carried out by women are forbidden by
this verse of the Holy Qur’an, meaning that, the practice of abortion at that time was
perpetrated by women only.”®

The word abortion was not specifically mentioned in the Holy Qur’an. However,
there are several Qur’anic verses that centred on the prohibition of killing of children.
The Holy Qur’an provides thus:

Come, I will recite what God has really prohibited you from. Join not
anything as equal with Him. Be good to your parents. Kill not your
children on a plea of want; We provide sustenance for you and for them.
Come not near to shameful deeds whether open or secret. Take no life
which Allah has made sacred except by ways of justice and law. Thus,
does not He command you that you may learn wisdom?”
Another verse of the Holy Qur'an where the Almighty Allah prohibits killing of our
children on the ground of financial restrain is as follows: “Kill not your children for fear
of w%u: We shall provide for them as well as for you. Verily, the killing of them is a great
sin.’

It is obvious from the above two verses that poverty, whether experienced or
anticipated cannot be justified for killing one’s children. In contemporary practices, some
people resorted to abortion on flimsy excuse in order to avoid the responsibility of
upbringing of their children or not to destroy the beauty of a woman. This paper intends
to examine whether Shari’ah allow such practice or not. In fact, it depends on stage of
embryonic development. Based on Qur'anic exposition, a fuctus in uterus undergoes
through four stage, that is, fluid (Mutfah), something which clings,(alagah), tender flesh
(mudghah) emd a full growth child, 1t is after the stage of mudghah that spirit is breathed
into it. The jurists agreed that it is after the stage of mudghah that abortion is prohibited.
At this stage, in no circumstance shall abortion should be resorted to unless it becomes
absolutely momentous, especially when the pregnancy poses serious threat to the
mother’s life. In other words, the Muslim Jurists unanimously agreed that it is unlawful to
carry out abortion after the breathing of soul into the expected child unless on n\ediFal
advice to terminate the pregnancy because such act in Shari’ah amounts to killing which
the Almighty Allah has prohibited.”"
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The infusion of soul into a baby is said to occur after 120 days. Abortion before
this period, if not necessary has generated a lot of controversies among the Muslim
scholars ® However, majority of the jurists had prohibited abortion at any stage of human
development. Imam Ghazali, one of the proponent scholars from Shafi’s school of
thought was of the opinion that termination of pregnancy or an act of abortion at any
stage from contraction is a crime. Its destruction is serious if it passes the stage of blood
clot and it becomes a more serious crime if it is destroyed at the stage of becoming a
foetal lump. Lastly, it becomes more heinous crime if abortion is carried out after the
beginning of life.”’

Some of Shafi and Hanafi’s jurists advanced the view that once sperm is
deposited in the uterus and is ready for receiving the property of life; its termination is
optimistically blameworthy.* Therefore, from this general position of Shari’ah on
abortion, it can be argued that, in no circumstance that the termination of foetus of four
months old is allowed. In other words, Muslim jurists have agreed unanimously that after
the feotus is completely formed and has been given soul, abortion is forbidden (Haram)
because it constitutes an offence against a complete living human being.”

Conditions for Abortion

Under Islamic law, killing of baby before its birth is prohibited. But there are
some conditions or instances where Islamic law permits abortion. Abortion is allowed
when a competent and trustworthy medical practitioner advised that, continuation of
pregnancy will cause harm or claim the life of the pregnant woman. In other words,
abortion will only be allowed if continuation of pregnancy will endanger the life or health
of the expectant mother, or if there is proven serious congenital anomaly in the embryo or
foetus.

Abortion can be done prior to 120 days from the day of conception which is
considered according to the saying of the Prophet (SAW) to be the time of ensoulment.
However, if the life of the expectant mother is endangered and not only her health,
abortion or pre term delivery can be performed at any time of pregnancy to save the life
of the mother.

Al- Qaradawi opined that abortion is allowed on the condition that, “continuation
Qf the pregnancy will result to the death of the mother.” To him, based on Islamic
Jurisprudence, the principle of a lesser of two evils applied in situation as:

The mother is the origin of foetus. Moreover, she is established in life
with duties and responsibilities and she is also a pillar of a family. It
would not be possible to sacrifice her life for the life of a feotus which
has not yet acquired a personality and has no responsibilities or
obligations to fulfill.*
The mother of a developing feotus is considered as the root while the feotus is the
offshoot. The latter could be sacrificed if it is necessary to save the life of the former.
There are also some jurists who allowed abortion for social reasons. For instance, rape or
where continuation of pregnancy will affect a nursing child and where a nursing mother
is not available to the father or the father is too poor to att 1 a wet nurse Prominent
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among those who allowed abortion are Sunni school of jurisprudence who will allow
abortion on social and minor medical reasons in the first 120 days of conception. Some
jurists of Hanafi, Hambali and Shafi schools equally follow suit with minor restrictions.®®

Effects of Abortion

The effect of abortion is diverse. It depends on the age of pregnancy and type of
abortion. The risk of complication increases with gestational age.m Some complications
appeared in the first hour following the abortion while others may take days, weeks or
even years before manifestation. Such complications are classified into short term and
long term complications or physical and psychological health effects. The following are
some of the effects™ of abortion:

Infection: This can be manifested by cramping fever discharge and pelvic
discomfort. An ultrasound of the pelvic may determine whether or not there is any
retained product of conception in conjunction with the infection. It is imperative to
determine whether infection is confined to the uterus (endometritis) or it has extended
beyond the uterus (parametritis salpingitis and/or peritonitis) when at this stage the
patient is usually hospitalized. Parental antibiotic can be administered. If post abortion
infections such as pelvic infection are not given active adequate treatment, it could lead
to infertility in the future.”!

Retained Product of Conception (POC) Intrauterine Blood Clot

The retention product of conception in the womb is one of the complications that
occur as a result of abortion. The presence of intrauterine blood clot following a trimester
abortion usually requires a repeated Dissect and Cutting (D & C). This occurs
immediately or up till nine days following the abortion. It manifests by severe cramping
pains, that is, painful uncontrollable cramping of the muscles. Bleeding through retention
of product of conception (POC) could lead to blood shortage in the body which could
result to other complications in the body and finally lead to death.™

Continuing Pregnancy: This is as a result of inadequate uterine curettage in an
early procedure in an attempt to terminate the pregnancy. Continuing pregnancy is
recognised by continuation of symptoms of pregnancy and by and large uterus at the
follow-up examination.”” It could be as a result of abnormal uterus or an ectopic
pregnancy. It can destroy womb which could lead to infertility.™

Cervical or Uterine Trauma: This is as a result of the perforation of the uterus
and /or laceration of the cervix.75 Depending on the severity, treatment ranges from
simple observation to the removal of the uterus may be required. In most cases, persons
under the age of seventeen are more prone to the increased risk of having cervical
injury.”

Hemorrhage/Bleeding: This is another short term effects of abortion. In most
cases, the affected female died in the process.77 When products of conception are
retained in the womb after birth of abortion it can lead to bleeding. Proper or total
evacuation of the products of conception within an hour of fatal expulsion is colossal to

prevent blood loss.”
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Breast Cancer: Studies have revealed that women who have undergone abortion
(s) are more exposed to danger of having breast cancer later in life. A study that
summarised findings in medical study revealed that abortions either multiple or occurring
before the first full pregnancy have shown to be significantly associated with breast
cancer.”

Women who have abortion increased their risk of getting breast cancer by 50%.
The risk is more than double if a woman'’s first abortion takes place before the age of 18
or after the age of 30.%

Miscarriage and Premature Birth in Subsequent Pregnancies: The reason for the
increased in miscarriage and premature births in pregnancies after abortion is the cervical
incompetency as a result of too early forceful (stretching open) of the cervix (mouth of
the womb).}! In the process of abortion, cervical muscles must be stretched open to allow
the surgical instrument to penetrate the uterus. There is no harm in the D & C performed
because of spontancous miscarriage as the cervix is usually soft and open. More so, no
rarely any damage caused by D & C performed by a woman for excessive menstruation.
When a normal well rooted placenta and a growing baby is scraped out of a firmly closed
uterus protected by a long green (unripe) cervix. This cervix is often torn. If enough
muscles are torn, the cervix is permanently weakened. The most damage could be done if
the abortion is carried out on a woman’s first pregnancy.®

Conclusion

It is revealed from his study that Common law and Islamic law frown against
abortion because it is considered as crime against humanity and recourse can only be
made to it when a qualified medical practitioner advised that, the continuance of the
pregnancy will endanger the life of the mother.

It is equally revealed that right to life is recognised by all our laws including the
United Nations Charter, the Treaty of the Organisation of African Unity now the
Constitutive Act of the African Union, the African Charter on' Human and Peoples
Rights, the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, etc. The prominent two
religions, Islam and Christianity equally recognised the right of its adherent to life. What
is however obscure to the law and religions is the right to abortion at any stage as argued
by the feminists’ jurisprudence school of thought. Although, both religions subscribed to
abortion when the life of the expectant mother is in danger, the two religions at the same
time vehemently opposed abortion at any stage of pregnancy saying that it is unwarranted
homicide.
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